238                   BELIGIOUS COURTSHIP.
Yo. Sist. No, my dear, there was no need of it then; for to be sure the idol was removed.
Wid. Well, however, as that was more than I knew, it caused all my former hesitations and observations to vanish, till they were renewed again upon the following occasion: he was taken ill one evening, in a manner that alarmed me very much, and we were obliged to get him to bed with all speed ; but just as he was undressing by the bedside, he started up in a kind of rapture, and pulling a string which drew back a curtain, he cast up his eyes towards a picture that hung there, and said some words which I did not understand, and I perceived he crossed himself two or three times on the breast, and then stepped into bed.
Fa. To one that had lived in Italy this had been no novelty at all.
Wid. No, sir, I understand it well enough, now, but I did not then; however, it was so plain then, that it needed no explanation to me; but it was such a surprise to me, that I thought I should have fainted : my heart sunk within me, and with a sigh, said I to myself, 0 Lord! I am undone ! I thought I had spoken so softly, that nothing could have overheard me ; but yet so unhappy was my passion, that he heard the last words, and raising his voice, My dear, says he, hastily, what's the matter ? What art thou undone for ? I made him no answer, which increased his eagerness to know what ailed me ; but I declined it. At last, pressing me still, I answered, My dear, excuse me for the present, I am a little frighted; with which he rings a little bell, that I used to ring for my woman, and she being but in the next room, came running in : I bid her fetch me a little bottle out of my closet, and taking a few drops rather by a counterfeit illness than a real, put an end to his inquiry, and got him to sleep